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‘In Praise of IMPERFECTION’
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To design a... (what is the format?) 

About….. (what is the topic?)

That... (who is the audience?)

Can use to... (what will they know/
think/feel/do as a result?)

In... (what context?) 

typography work

the value for imperfect beauty

People raised in a pressurised society that demands strict and 
pre-structured thinking/ expectations.

Review the term ‘imperfection’ and accept that not being perfect 
is not a bad thing, but a positive aspect of individuality

the context of finding positive value for imperfection.
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Can we challenge society’s values of perfection 
by highlighting imperfect beauty through 
conceptual typography?

Line of enquiry: 
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What is PERFECT?
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Lupton, E. (2010) Thinking with Type. 2nd edn. New York, NY, USA: Princeton Architectural Press.
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Helvetica
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Position
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‘we attribute something to them which involves 
negation, like a limit, an end, lack of power, and 
so on, we call them imperfect’
(Spinoza Opera, edited by Carl Gebhardt (Heidelberg, 1925), II 207-208/CWS 545.)
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Visual Experiment
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Visual Experiment
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IMPERFECTION?
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My value

#Typeface
#Materiality
#Critical
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‘conceptual alphabets illustrate or embody ideas, 
sets of constraints, and editorial perspectives, 
illustrating their concepts through letterforms rather 
than strictly pictorial means.

Conceptual alphabets

Willen, B. and Strals, N. (2003) Lettering & Type: Creating letters & designing typefaces. p. 22, New 
York, NY, USA: Princeton Architectural Press.
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Visual experiments
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A: absorb
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B: burn
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C: crash
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Perfect
Imperfect

= 1
= ∞
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My definition for ‘imperfection’
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Visual experiments



Projection02 08/04/2024



Projection02 08/04/2024

Andreas Scheiger
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Critical aspect
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