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‘In Praise of Distortion’
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Line of enquiry:

10 design a... (what is the format?) typeface/ typography/ publication
About..... (what is the topic?) the value of distortion
That... (who is the audience?) People raised in a pressurised Japanese society that no longer

allows for distortion in the pursuit of perfection.

Can use lo... (what will they know/ Review the term ‘distortion and accept that not being perfect is
think/feel/do as a resuli?) not a bad thing, but a positive aspect of individuality
In... (what context?) the context of finding positive value for distortion.

By focusing on the beauty of distorted typefaces, rather than on the
moulded, idealised typeface, can we question Japanese society’s
attempts to be perfect and homogeneous?
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Reference 08

It Cleaism) is essentially a worship of the Imperfect...
Our home and habils, costume and cuisine, porcelain,
lacquer, painting,... Our very lilerature - all have been
subject to its influence.




Projection 20/01/2024

Visual reference 10: Comme des Garcons S/S97

Rei Kawakubo is known as one of Japan’s leading fashion designers because of her
guestioning of aesthetic values, particularly Western ones in the fashion industry.

The clothes presented in the 1997 spring/summer collection ‘Body Meets Dress,
Dress Meets Body’, commonly known as ‘lumps and bumps’, were designed to be
worn in places on the human body where they should not exist.

The collection caused controversy in the fashion industry, as the ‘common’ beautiful
body shape was distorted by the novel design of padding and bulging in places on the
human body where it should not exist.

When considering this collection, these distorted-shape garments liberate the body
from fashion’s assumptions about the physical aspects of women’s busts and hips,

and raise questions for the viewer about the ‘perfect’ body beauty. | was inspired by
Kawakubo’s attitude and collection and wanted to express it through typefaces.
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| don’t think | can use these letters for a publication
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Definiton of “distortion”

Definition o1 (Visible) Definition o2 (Invisible)

Reference: Cambridge dictionary (2023)

Definition in my project

The definition of distortion in the project refers to a state in which
the original form is lost, deviating from the prescribed format.






Reference: Emily Schofield
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What to do next?
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Projection

Publication
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| uead the ¥u Gothic, which is often usad in
Japaneze presantations, as 8 mould to create
characters wsing clay and then distortad these
characters. [t tries to axpreas a diztartad beauty
that deviates from e common form.
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Question

Final format
Publication style

English and Japanese?
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Reference 09: In Praise of Shadows

IN PRAISE
OF SHADOWS
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Jun'ichiro Tanizaki




